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Volume XII, Issue 3                             Late -Summer 2014  

 

The Build Sheet  
Quarterly Newsletter of the... 

Buick Performance Group  

 

                                     Look inside to see:  

            BPG Nationalsôs most Goose- Pimply moments.  
                          

     View this issue of The Build Sheet online! The web address is:  
           http://www.buickperformancegroup.com/buildsheet/   
       The username is: BPG2014  and the password is: notachevy  

http://www.buickperformancegroup.com/buildsheet/
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The Buick Performance Group is a non-profit member-
run organization.  We value all input from our members, 
and we could love to include your car, tech tips, and 
any article that you would like to take the time to submit 

to us. 
 

To submit material for the Build Sheet, please mail your 
information to the BPG Editor: 

 

Buick Performance Group 
83 Vanderveer Ave 
Holland, PA 18966 

 
You can also e-mail your information, articles, and  
photos directly to Yardley, the BPG Editor: 

 

jeff@the-comp-doc.com 
 

The Build Sheet is available to current members via the 
club website: 

 

www.buickperformancegroup.com 

ñThe Build Sheetò is a quarterly production of The Buick  
Performance Group, Inc.  Each issue will be labeled seasonally ï 
ie. Winter, Spring, Summer, Fall.  To have an article submitted for 
the next issue, information must be received by the end of each 
month as follows:  Winter ï November, Spring ï February,  

Summer ï May, Fall ï August.  All articles/information received  
after that point will be considered for the next publication. 

 
All pictures and information used with permission. 
Unauthorized duplication and distribution prohibited 

Copyright 2012   All Rights Reserved 

The Buick  

Performance Group  
 

Buick Performance Group 
PO Box 5130 
Milford, CT 06460 

 

BPG Mission Statement 
 

The Buick Performance Group (BPG) is a 
non-profit membership organization dedi-
cated to the performance, preservation, 
maintenance, and restoration of Buick-
powered performance cars.  The BPG 
offers a member focused, family oriented 
community environment that encourages 
and promotes: (1) the sharing of infor-
mation; (2) the development of new prod-
ucts; and (3) interaction and participation 
between all members. 

 

BPG National Staff & Board of Directors 
 

Sean Ryder  ï Chairman   
         973-668-6455 / gbsean@optonline.net 
 

Brad Conley - Vice Chairman 
         937-642-2026 / kg8s@arrl.net 
 

Ken Lisk ï Administrative Director 
         203-339-5170 / kenlisk@optonline.net  
 

Renee and Denny Moore ï Race Directors 
         330-646-1439 / gs1970455@aol.com 
 

Adam Martin ï Show Director 
         adamm@buickpartsdirectory.com 
 

Yardley - Newsletter Editor 
         215-801-3853 / jeff@the-comp-doc.com 
 

Marc Conigliari - Web Director 
                             Membership Director 
         610-724-1656  / Marco@stage1registry.com 
 

Michael Garrison - BOD at Large 
         785-224-1995 / mike@mrbuick.com 
 

Alan Wander - Event Personnel Director 
         631-455-2858 / alan@itnnetworks.com 
 

Anthony Rose - Vendor and Donation Director 

         216-470-8844 / trose231@hotmail.com 
 

Nick Rabi - Merchandise Director 
         735-236-1941 / nbrabi@aol.com 
 

Jim Chaudrue - Show Co-Director 
         215-266-1052 / phillyturbosix@comcast.net  
 

Larry Gibson - Show Co-Director 
         lgibson@ameritech.net 
 

Jacob Martinez - BOD at Large 
         sothpaw711@comcast.net 
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Yardley 
BPG #1033 

Jeff@the-comp-doc.com 

The Staging Lanes  
 

I must apologize again to all members for getting 

this issue out so late in the quarter.  As a volun-

teer organization we all have life that gets in the 

way sometimes.   

Despite a smaller attendance and some nasty 

weather early Saturday morning, this yearôs BPG 

Nationals was again one of the best Buick events 

I have ever attended. The Friday Night BBQ in 

the Host Hotel parking lot was again heavily at-

tended and it was obvious that everyone had a 

good time. As far as I know, we are the only 

Buick event that hosts a BBQ with a Live Band. 

And speaking of live bands, BPG member Ted 

Nagel and his band, Northside Garage, again 

ripped up the asphalt in the parking lot. They are 

a ñhigh energyò band and  kept the place on its 

toes. 

I drive my ó69 Riviera to Ohio every year. De-

pending on pit stops it can be anywhere from an 

8 to 9 hour drive. This year I had my very first 

shotgun rider with me. Larry Hymowitz (a.k.a The 

Wizard) rode out and back with me. We left my 

house at 6AM followed by Alan Wander in his 

awesome ó68 Sport Wagon, accompanied by his 

shotgun passenger Ron Mooney. Those who 

know me also know that I have a bitchinô stereo 

in my Riv and I enjoy my long jams. However, 

just 45 minutes into our 9 hour drive my iPod 

locked up. I was unable to get it to power back 

on. And I had no CDs with me as back-up. I fig-

ured that with an iPod, who needs to schlep 

along CDs? Well, as Larry will attest, I was whin-

ing and carrying on like a little baby.  In short, 

Yardley wasnôt happy. 

Despite all my trying, it was apparent that the 

hard drive in my iPod had died. So upon arriving 

in Newark, I immediately ran to the store and 

purchased a replacement. And thanks to iCloud I 

was able to download enough of my music to get 

me through the weekend. One disaster semi-

averted. But my patience would soon be tested. 

Shortly after plugging in my new iPod and 

hearing my subwoofer thump, I bolted on my 

M/T Street slicks, which I use all weekend 

both on the street and at the track. But it was 

obvious something was terribly wrong. My 

car shook and vibrated terribly. Over the win-

ter, just sitting in my garage, the belts had 

shifted/separated. They were unusable. So 

for the first time ever, I didnôt race at a BPG 

event. And I thoroughly enjoyed myself!!! Our 

events, while held at race tracks, are equally 

enjoyable by non-racers and car show fans 

alike, young and old. 

 

The BPG would like every member to know 

that the Build Sheet is available online. How-

ever, many members donôt have a 

www.buickperformancegroup.com login 

name and password.  So to help, we will pro-

vide for members, right smack dab on the 

cover of this publication, a universal 

username and password they can use to log-

in and view current and past issues of The 

Build Sheet.  
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BPG / TA Performance Stage 1 Head Raffle  
 

The winner of the 2014 TA aluminum head Raffle is club member Alan Cunningham. 

Alan lives in Point Harbor, NC and owns Coastal Staffing, LLC and Virginia Staffing Group, LLC. 

Alan is a Buick enthusiast and owns a wicked ó86 Somerset Regal race car. 
 
Alan is the quintessential BPG supporter. He generously donated back to the club the heads he just 
won! Thank you for your support and generosity Alan. You are proof that the BPG is a club that 
owes everything to itôs members. 
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Getting His Chevy Spanked Convinced Him  
 

Long-time BPG members Richard Hallock and his brother Gary (who happens to own an immacu-
late factory original ó65 Riv GS dual-quad) are avid racers. In the late 1980ôs Richard was racing a 
mid-12 second Gremlin with a small block Chevy. One day a T-Type lined up against him. Richard 
figured that the Buick that made no noise at all would be easy fodder for his Gremlin. That was 
about as far as his thoughts got before the T-Typeôs taillights disappeared down the track ahead of 
him. So Richard tracked the car down and talked with the owner in the pits. Immediately afterward 
he told his brother and his friend John that some day he would own one. 
 
That day came in 1995 when he found one for sale at the Hot Rod Nationals in Ohio. Richard was 
off enjoying the show when his wife tracked him down and told him, ñthereôs one of those black 
cars up there that you like.ò  So Richard sealed the deal right there and drove his ô87 Grand Nation-
al home. 
 
It was painted a year before he bought it and is a VERY low-optioned car. It has AC and remote 
passenger mirror. That is basically it. No power options whatsoever beyond the standard brakes 
and steering. No power seats. No power windows. 
 
Richard began to tell me that the car was basically stock. The engine has never been opened up, 
sporting the original down pipe and just an old Red Armstrong chip and Kenne Bell ram air. But the 
more we talked the more I realized that while the engine itself hasnôt really been modified, he has 
made numerous nice improvements, such as a roll control, tie-down strap, some chrome goodies 
under the hood and aftermarket wheels. He converted from the powermaster brake setup to vacu-
um brakes after losing his brakes on his way home from a car cruise one night. He confided in me 
that with the vacuum brake conversion it is difficult to build boost as the car will push through the 
staging beams if he gets too aggressive on the line. Despite having 82,000 miles it still sports the 
stock exhaust. He laments that the car is ñdirtyò and hopes to some day be able to give it the real 
detailing it needs. Dirty!? Look at the pictures! If THAT is dirty then my car is a total mess! 
 
Here is the beauty of these cars: with just a chip and a little ram air setup he has run a best of 
12.98! He admits that it was a fluke as the car was cold and the air was cool and dense. Normally it 
runs 13.40ôs. But a 12 second time slip is still a 12 second time slip! 
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Shameless dual-quad Riviera 
self promotioné because 
Dual Quads Are Cool. This is 
Richardôs brotherôs Riviera. 

Richardôs GN is insanely clean and well kept. 



8 

 

 

 

Sales: (614) 799-5000 

 Main toll free: (800) TOY-BARN 

5100 Post Road, Dublin, Ohio 43017 

6235 State Route 54  
Philpot Kentucky 42366  

Phone 1 -270 -729 -5556  
Fax 1 -270 -729 -5557  

¶ High performance Services  

¶ Rod reconditioning to Dyno Tuning  

¶ High performance parts  

¶ Automotive Machine& Performance can supply everything you need for you next  

project!  
 

  

  

http://www.toybarncars.com/
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www.finishlinemotorsports.com  
(616) 765 -5101  

 

This business was started back in 1998 
by two guys looking to support their racing 
habit. We also wanted to help the other 
racers out there as much as possible with 
providing quality products at a fair price. 
We at Finishline feel that we have accom-
plished just that. If you are in need of a 
Buick Part give us a call or better yet 
check out our prices. Just remember if 
you don't see it here give us a call, chanc-
es are we can get what you are looking 

²Ƙŀǘ ²Ŝ hũŜǊ 
Finish Line Motorsports offers a variety of  
services including: 

¶ Head Conversions Stage 1 

¶ Port Work Street Strip & Full Race 

¶ Flow Bench Testing 

¶ Crank Grinding 

¶ Balancing 

¶ Fitting of Girdles with Line Hone 

¶ Decking 

¶ Grouting of Blocks 

¶ Boring & Honing 

¶ Complete Race and Street Engines 

¶ Custom Crank Work 
¶ Competition Valve Jobs 

Contact Information: 
 
Geof Ketchum 
Bobb Makley 
 
616-765-5101 days 
269-945-4970 evenings/ weekends 

Mailing Address: 
Finishline Motorsports 
P.O. Box 26 
Freeport, MI 49325 

Bobb Makley 535 Procharged, flat tappet cammed, 
stage 2 headed, 8.80's @ 153 MPH at 3700LBS and 
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643 Crestview Dr. Å Tooele, UT 84074 

Phone: 435-882-2839 

Email: jason@rjcracing.com 

{ǘŜǾŜ wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎ 
hǿƴŜǊ κ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
{w9 tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ CŀōǊƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ LƴŎ 

973 839 -4900  

109 North Park Drive 
Anderson, SC 29625 
(864) 332-5929 

Full Throttle Speed  

34600 Klein Rd.  

Fraser, MI 48026  

e -mail: 

sales@fullthrottlespeed.co

m  

mailto:jason@rjcracing.com
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2014 BPG Nationals Car Show  
 

Despite violent (and great to watch) thunderstorms that pushed through the area early Saturday 
morning, the entire Saturday program went off without a hitch.  No doubt some arose and decided 
to head home, but the many that waited it out were met with beautiful afternoon weather for Show-
ing and Racing.  We will bring you a feature article in each issue of the Build Sheet. There were 
some really magnificent (and captivating) cars at the nationals. 


