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Volume X, Issue 3                             Summer 2013  

 

The Build Sheet  
Quarterly Newsletter of the... 

Buick Performance Group  

 

You should login to the BPG Website and print a full color version of this issue! 
 

                         Black and White photos just donôt do it justice. 

BPG Nationals ACTION!!  

 

Also Inside:  
As many pictires as I could fit on the pages!  

                                                    

                                                     And More!      
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The Buick Performance Group is a non-profit member-
run organization.  We value all input from our members, 
and we could love to include your car, tech tips, and 
any article that you would like to take the time to submit 

to us. 
 

To submit material for the Build Sheet, please mail your 
information to the BPG Editor: 

 

Buick Performance Group 
83 Vanderveer Ave 
Holland, PA 18966 

 
You can also e-mail your information, articles, and  
photos directly to Yardley, the BPG Editor: 

 

jeff@the-comp-doc.com 
 

The Build Sheet is available to current members via the 
club website: 

 

www.buickperformancegroup.com 

ñThe Build Sheetò is a quarterly production of The Buick  
Performance Group, Inc.  Each issue will be labeled seasonally ï 
ie. Winter, Spring, Summer, Fall.  To have an article submitted for 
the next issue, information must be received by the end of each 
month as follows:  Winter ï November, Spring ï February,  

Summer ï May, Fall ï August.  All articles/information received  
after that point will be considered for the next publication. 

 
All pictures and information used with permission. 
Unauthorized duplication and distribution prohibited 

Copyright 2012   All Rights Reserved 

The Buick  

Performance Group  
 

Buick Performance Group 
PO Box 5130 
Milford, CT 06460 

 

BPG Mission Statement 
 

The Buick Performance Group (BPG) is a 
non-profit membership organization dedi-
cated to the performance, preservation, 
maintenance, and restoration of Buick-
powered performance cars.  The BPG 
offers a member focused, family oriented 
community environment that encourages 
and promotes: (1) the sharing of infor-
mation; (2) the development of new prod-
ucts; and (3) interaction and participation 
between all members. 

 

BPG National Staff & Board of Directors 
 

Sean Ryder  ï Chairman   
         973-668-6455 / gbsean@optonline.net 
 

Brad Conley - Vice Chairman 
         937-642-2026 / kg8s@arrl.net 
 

Ken Lisk ï Administrative Director 
         203-339-5170 / kenlisk@optonline.net  
 

Renee and Denny Moore ï Race Directors 
         330-646-1439 / gs1970455@aol.com 
 

Adam Martin ï Show Director 
         adamm@buickpartsdirectory.com 
 

Yardley - Newsletter Editor 
         215-801-3853 / jeff@the-comp-doc.com 
 

Marc Conigliari - Web Director 
                             Membership Director 
         610-724-1656  / Marco@stage1registry.com 
 

Michael Garrison - BOD at Large 
         785-224-1995 / mike@mrbuick.com 
 

Alan Wander - Event Personnel Director 
         631-455-2858 / alan@itnnetworks.com 
 

Anthony Rose - Vendor and Donation Director 

         216-470-8844 / trose231@hotmail.com 
 

Nick Rabi - Merchandise Director 
         735-236-1941 / nbrabi@aol.com 
 

Jim Chaudrue - Show Co-Director 
         215-266-1052 / phillyturbosix@comcast.net  
 

Larry Gibson - Show Co-Director 
         lgibson@ameritech.net 
 

Jacob Martinez - BOD at Large 
         sothpaw711@comcast.net 
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Yardley 
BPG #1033 

Jeff@the-comp-doc.com 

The Staging Lanes  
 

Well, another BPG Nationals is in the books. I 

admit that I have mixed emotions about this one. 

The new Host Hotel, the Newark Metropolitan 

was as gracious a host as I have ever seen. The 

amenities were very nice, the restaurant was 

quite good, and there was as much parking as 

we needed. They were most accommodating 

with our congregating in the parking lot every 

night and getting silly. And they were so eager to 

host the BBQ during the block party! BPG mem-

ber Ted Nagelôs band, Northside Garage, kicked 

some serious butt. Their style is unique, and Iôm 

sure not for everyone, but I enjoyed it immense-

ly. I saw more people in the parking lot than I 

have ever seen in a parking lot at any BPG 

event, and I saw many new faces and new cars! 

It was a resounding success, as far as the enjoy-

ment of the participants goes. 
 

Now, here is where my mixed emotions come 

into play. It rained. Iôm not talking ñcasual show-

erò here. On Thursday evening I was waiting in 

the lobby of the restaurant when all of a sudden 

the skies opened up. Torrential downpour. The 

instant I saw the deluge I looked out the door 

and noticed several cars in the street with the 

windows wide open. So I bolted out the door and 

sprinted toward them. At that very moment BPG 

member George Dwyer was sprinting toward the 

cars from the other end of the hotel. We con-

verged on Adam Martinôs ó58 Roadmaster at the 

same time, only to find our efforts thwarted by 

power windows! So we ran to the next car, 

opened the doors and again, power windows! So 

we ran to the third car, Tom Balazôs ó65 GS, 

opened the doors and AGAIN! Power windows! 

However, his work without the key. By then the 

owners of the other cars were coming out, and  

George and I headed in. We were as wet as if 

we had jumped into a pool! How many random 

cars at a Chevy event do you think would have 

power windows? It also rained buckets on Satur-

day. As a club, the BOD is responsible for the  

safety of its members. Even though the rain 

stopped by late morning and the skies turned 

blue, the track was so saturated that it would 

continue to weep water all day. The track told 

us that racing could not happen on Saturday. 

So the event was cancelled. Even if we had 

wanted to run the event later in the day, 

nearly everyone had packed up and rolled 

out of the hotel by 8AM, so there would have 

been nobody there to participate any way. 

The track is expensive to rent for a day, and 

we would have lost thousands had we decid-

ed to hold the event. 
 

Our decision was not popular among some 

of the attendees, but it was the right decision 

to make to save lives and thousands of dol-

lars. Yet, we heard a lot of complaining. Hon-

estly, we, as Board Members, put hundreds 

of hours per person into planning this event, 

and not holding it isnôt something we WANT 

to do. But we HAD to do it. 
 

Something else that bothered me happened 

at the gate on Friday. A previous member, 

whose membership had lapsed, approached, 

and when asked if they would like to renew 

their membership replied, ñFor what? This?ò 

They were holding one of the free issues of 

the Build Sheet we had available, sneering 

with disdain. Besides the scores of hours of 

personal time I put into each issue, I was an-

noyed because membership isnôt just to re-

ceive the Build Sheet. It helps secure the 

event for the following year! Without mem-

bership it is difficult for the club to provide the 

down payment we need to rent the track. We 

are a club run for the sole purpose of getting 

together each year and having fun. And that 

requires seed money. 

Regardless, I had a blast and canôt wait for 

the 2014 BPG Nationals! 
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                    1968 Riviera GS  
 

Kurt Riecken and his family attended their first BPG Nationals with his perfectly restored ó68 Riv. It is 
unique in that it literally had no options except the GS option. Few people would choose to spend so 
much money on an unpopular model and with so few options. Honestly, if my ó69 Riv didnôt have all 
the options it does I wouldnôt own it. But Kurt sees it his way and did an exceptional job. His attention 
to detail amazed me. It was interesting for me to study a basically unmolested ó68 Riv and see the 
differences between it and my ó69. Hailing from Fort Wayne, IN, Kurt and his son, Kendall, began 
this father/son frame-off project when Kendall was 12 and finished it 3 1/2 years later in August 
2010. Kurt bought it from a friendôs family in January 1986. 
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Sales: (614) 799-5000 

 Main toll free: (800) TOY-BARN 

5100 Post Road, Dublin, Ohio 43017 

6235 State Route 54  
Philpot Kentucky 42366  

Phone 1 -270 -729 -5556  
Fax 1 -270 -729 -5557  

¶ High performance Services  

¶ Rod reconditioning to Dyno Tuning  

¶ High performance parts  

¶ Automotive Machine& Performance can supply everything you need for you next  

project!  
 

  

  

http://www.toybarncars.com/
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2013 BPG Block Party! 
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